“The great war - a look back”

A Newspaper Project on world war I

DIRECTIONS: In this project, you will look at significant areas/aspects of the World War I period. The class has been divided into three member reporting teams, with each member of your team reporting on the area/aspect of the Great War on which you are now an expert. Groups may choose their own American city and newspaper name. Each group’s newspaper must include all the entries and follow the format listed below. Keep in mind that an important part of your project is to accurately represent a newspaper. While news articles should present facts in newspaper style, features and editorials should reflect your paper’s position on the role of America in wartime.

CONTENTS

Each newspaper must include 4 of the 6 entries outlined below. Your group may divide assignments as it wishes. You may have to do additional research on some of these topics/people.

1. News coverage. Articles on each of the following:

a.) The Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand
d.) The Zimmermann Note

b.) The Battle(s) of the Somme 


e.) American Declaration of War

c.) The Sinking of the Lusitania 


f.) Armistice Day

2. Interviews.

a.) Woodrow Wilson 

c.) Sgt. Alvin York

b.) General John J. Pershing
 d.) Captain Eddie Rickenbacker

3. Editorials.

a.) The Sinking of the Lusitania: Present your paper’s position on this event;

how will it affect your side’s morale, war effort, etc.?

b.) Poison Gas on the Battlefield: How does your paper feel about the practicality and ethics of these war tactics? Is anything fair in war?

c.) The Use of Propaganda: How far should the government go in its attempts

to influence the way people think? How does propaganda conflict with the

Jeffersonian ideal of an informed citizenry? (you might have to do further research to find out what is an informed citizenry)

4. Editorial cartoon illustrating the point of view expressed in any of the editorials above.

5. Advertisements. Create illustrations and text advertising three products that

would have been for sale during the war.

6. Feature Articles.

a.) Weapons of War. Describe the types of weapons used during the Great War.

What types of new weapons were introduced? How might these have

changed the course of the war?

b.) The Tactics of War. How did commanding officers use the weapons of war?

What Allied tactics finally led to the defeat of Germany and its allies?

c.) The Use of Propaganda. What types of propaganda was used to influence the way people thought about the war? Why did the governments of all nations

involved in the Great War use propaganda? How was it used?

NEWSPAPER FORMAT

Your newspaper must include:

a.
 masthead (including newspaper name, date, city, volume, etc.) and a

headline, dateline, and author byline (editorials usually do not include the

last two features). 

b.)
use standard 8 1 .2” x 11” paper.

c.
assemble your articles according to front page news, feature stories, editorial page, etc. Remember to arrange your articles in columns like a real

newspaper and your finished newspaper should be NEAT.

GRADING

Your grade for this project will be determined on a point basis with the grade givento the Newspaper Project being shared equally by all members of your group, e.g., if

your newspaper earns 48/50 points, all members of your group will earn 48 points. Individual grades will also be assigned for your participation in your group setting. Points will be assigned in the following manner:

a.) Your participation in and contribution to

your group (individual grade as determined by the group members): 

50 pts. Possible

b.) The quality of the newspaper produced

by your group (group grade): 50 pts. Possible

c.) How well did you complete the worksheets for your assigned topic (Please note that YOU WILL NOT COMPLETE each question, the questions are to help you gather information to write your article) 100 pts. Possible

200 pts. Possible

EXPECTATIONS

You are expected to:

a.) Participate on an equal and regular basis in your group setting;

b.) Bring all necessary work and materials to class with you; and,

c.) Conduct yourself in a manner conducive to learning.
