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When a civil war in Somalia leaves 100,000 people homeless, that’s big news.

When a group of middle school students raises more than $2,000 to help feed

the homeless in Salt Lake City, Utah, that’s news, too. Granted, a local fund-raiser may not have national importance, but it is an inspiring story that deserves to be told in a school or a local newspaper. Writing an effective news story requires good reporting skills. First, you need to find a subject (like a very successful fund-raiser) that readers should know about. Then you need to gather your facts by making visits, asking questions, carrying out background research, and so on. Most of a reporter’s work is done before he or she gets the story on paper. The actual writing isn’t hard if you’ve done your homework.

What’s Ahead

The first part of this paper will help you write a basic news story. The second

part contains a sampler of other types of “stories” often found in newspapers.

• Sample News Story

• Writing Guidelines

• News writing Sampler

Sample News Story

In the following news story, Rachel Tate and Amy Thompson report on a

school wide service project that raised funds for the homeless.

Exceeding Expectations

“We know our school would want to help feed the homeless,

but we were so happy when we were able to raise enough money to help

four charities. Oly Jr. (Olympus Junior High School) is a great school

with tons of caring individuals,” said Ms. Keeley, the adviser for a school wide

service project for providing Thanksgiving dinner for homeless

people. She also teaches a Peer Leadership Team class (the PLT class).

Their goal was to provide 200 Thanksgiving dinners for individuals at

a cost of $1.83 each.

In two months, the PLT students collected $2,100 in their school

and throughout the community, far exceeding their expectations. Five

hundred dollars was given to the Salt Lake Mission to feed about 250

homeless people. Six hundred dollars went to Utahans Against Hunger.

Five hundred dollars was contributed to the Angel Tree, and the last five

hundred will be used to make Christmas more joyful for a family in our

school.

During Christmas many people donate to the homeless, but the

PLT has ongoing projects. Each student in the class has to do one to two

hours of service a week. Some visit the elderly, while others help neighbors

shovel snow and rake leaves. Some help in various agencies like the Heart

Association, and the Food Bank, and some help elementary students with

reading and math two days a week.

The PLT class was begun by a Learn and Serve grant to help

students learn through service and technology. This grant has been very

good for the Salt Lake community and for many students at Oly Junior

High who are learning their lessons well.

Writing Guidelines

Prewriting -- [Choosing a Subject]

• Timeliness News stories must focus on current subjects (ours is WWI). People aren’t interested in old news. They want to know what has just happened.

• Importance What difference does your story make? What group of people

is it important to? Who is affected by it? Why would people want to know

about it? Why do people need to know about it?

• Local Angle Is it possible to bring in local people, problems, and solutions to the event/person that you are writing about.

• Human Interest People like to read about individuals who have worked

hard, overcome great odds, won awards, and so on. These types of stories

touch the readers’ emotions.

Prewriting -- [Gathering Details]

To make sure you have the basic information to write your story, create a 5

W’s chart. The one below was created for the news story on page 1.

Writing -- [Writing the First Draft]

Lead: Spend extra time writing your beginning paragraph. It must grab the reader’s attention and summarize the main points in your story. The lead usually answers who did what?; what happened?; or a similar question.

Body: Next, write the body of your news story, using your planning notes as a basic guide. This part must “fill in” all of the important facts and details that readers need to know about the subject. The further you get into the story, the less important the information should become.

Note: Sentences in news stories are typically short, and paragraphs

generally do not include more than three or four sentences.

Try to include quotations in your story, but always check your notes to make

sure that you quote individuals accurately. 

Revising -- [Improving Your Writing]

Ask yourself the following questions when you review your work:

• Does the lead hook my readers into the story?

• Have I missed any details, or am I unsure of any facts?

• Could I write a headline for this story? (If you can’t, your story may need a

clearer focus. Revise your story as needed.

Editing -- [Checking for Style and Accuracy]

Check for both grammatical and factual errors. Accuracy is important in every

form of writing, but especially when you are writing for the public. Double-check

every fact and the spelling of every name.

News writing Sampler

The first part of this paper focuses on the basic news story. You will now see

other ways to present information in newspapers.

Editorials: An editorial expresses the writer’s opinion or position on a timely

news story or event. Read the following editorial by student writer Elizabeth Nagem Kuhn.

Foreign-Born Need Not Apply

Children who say that they want to be doctors or movie stars

when they grow up are seldom told they can’t. But if a child wants to

be president of the United States, he or she may be told, “Sorry, you

can’t.”

The United States Constitution, Article II, Section I, states

that “no person except a natural-born citizen shall be eligible to the

office of the president.” Is a person unfit to be president just because

he or she was not born here? If you came to the U.S. when you were

five, would someone who was born here have special skills that you

would not have?

Everyone except Native Americans has roots in another country.

Many foreign-born citizens hold high positions in the government and

businesses of this country. For example, two people who might have

made good presidents because of their experience as secretaries of state

are Henry Kissinger and Madeleine Albright. Under our current laws,

however, neither could become president because neither is a U.S.

citizen by birth.

The children of today should grow up knowing that no doors

are closed to them because of where they were born. The Constitution

needs to be amended. It is time that the presidency be open to the best

qualified of all the nation’s citizens.

Feature Articles: A feature article is meant to entertain and to inform. It often

covers an interesting angle related to a straight news story. In this feature article,

Aaron Kaplan describes the life and adventure of one very special veterinarian.

Cat Doctor of a Million Tales

Louis J. Camuti is an 80-year-old New York veterinarian who

specializes in treating cats. He treats all kinds of cats: fat cats, skinny

cats, even cats that bite. But before he can treat his patients, he has to

find them. What he has learned to do is go from room to room examining

every nook and cranny. When he has narrowed his search to one room, he

closes the door behind him until he finally finds the patient. One time

he found his patient inside the mattress!

Since Camuti makes house calls, he has seen many weird things.

One of his strangest patients actually liked it when his master vacuumed

him as if he were a rug. The only difference was that this rug purred.

Camuti has examined as many as 27 cats in one house. Once he was asked

to make a house call in Italy, but he solved the problem over the phone.

Another time he got a call from a lady who said there was something

terribly wrong with her cat. When Camuti went inside the home,

he found a cat who stared at him but couldn’t run because the cat was just

too fat! Camuti looked in the trash and found lots, and I mean lots, of cans

of dog food. Then he went up to the butler and said, “Admit it, you committed

the crime of feeding a cat dog food.” The butler confessed and said, “All I

wanted was to have the heaviest cat in the world. The heaviest cat is 33 pounds,

while this one is only 28 pounds. I was so close.”

Dr. Camuti enjoys having been a vet for 50 years and never plans on

quitting. He enjoys treating all his patients and meeting all their interesting

owners.

Editorial Cartoons: An editorial cartoon expresses an opinion using a

dominant visual image combined with a few words. 
