Algebra I
Course Overview for 2011-2012
Instructor: Mr. Scott Ricker
Student Teacher: Mr. Jordan Gill
Phone: (517)-486-2148 Ext 1005
Email: sricker@blissfieldschools.us
School Website: http://www.blissfieldschools.us/
Text: Algebra 1, written by Larson, published in 2008 by McDougal Littell.  These new books target the Michigan High School Content Expectations (HSCE’s) and were purchased two years ago by the School Board.  Each student is expected to have a book cover on their book by the end of the first week.
Calculator: At times, a calculator will be very useful for speeding up lengthy calculations and finding decimal answers to problems.  The Texas Instruments 
TI-30XA calculator will satisfy any job needed in Algebra I.  It is available in most stores for around $10.00.
If you want something a bit more powerful, the TI-30X IIs calculator will do a bit more and be good for Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II.  This particular unit is available at Walmart, Staples, Office Max, etc. for around $15.00 (or less).  You may of course choose to go with a more powerful, more expensive model, but it is not necessary for this course.  

Each student will have to bring their own calculator to class for assessments and tests.
Assigned Work: Assignments will be given on almost a daily basis.  All assignments are to be completed and turned in at the beginning of the next class day.  In order to receive 10 out of 10 points on an assignment it needs to be completed (every problem attempted with calculations shown on paper) and be properly documented with name, date, class hour, and assignment listed.
Homework Quizzes: A short quiz will be given at least once a week.  Questions will be derived from previous assignments.  The purpose of the quiz is to show the instructor the level of understanding of the class and to show individual students how well they grasp new material.  Homework quizzes missed due to excused absence DO NOT have to be made up.
Assessments (tests): Longer assessments will be given periodically to determine competence in the course material.  Advance notice will be given for all assessment tests.  All assessments MUST be passed with at least a 60% to earn state credit for the course.  It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements with the instructor to make up any failed assessment within one school week of the notice of failure.  Retakes that are passed will result in a change of grade for the assessment of no higher than 60% (D-) regardless of retake score.  Only two retakes will be allowed per student for each assessment given.  The second retake must be finished before the next test on new material is scheduled.
At the end of each chapter in the text, there appears a chapter review section and a practice chapter test.  These serve as excellent study guides for your assessments.  Answers to these problems are included with the answer key material (see below).

Exams: Cumulative semester exams will be given and will be weighted at 20% of the overall semester grade for the course.

Grading: 
20%
Homework


20%
Homework Quizzes


60%
Cumulative Assessments

VIP: This year VIP will be 51 minutes in length.  If you decide to attend my VIP it will be to work on Algebra, get help in Algebra, or to read silently.  If you come to VIP unprepared you will be sent to the office for a tardy slip and to your locker for your book and homework.
Lesson Plans:  Plans for the course and all assignments are available online.  Go to the website above, click on High School, then Teacher Pages, then Mr. Ricker.
Solution Guide:  Your textbooks contain an answer key for all of the odd numbered problems in the book.  Located on the website listed above are Acrobat Reader files that contain every answer to every problem in the book.  I will have an additional hard copy of this guide in the classroom.  Students may also bring in a flash drive and I can copy the answer book for them.  The purpose for this is so students can check to see if they are doing work correctly.  Also, the answer guide can help students to understand problems they are struggling with on homework assignments.

NO ONE has ever failed one of my classes while completing all homework assignments on time.  Keep up with the work in the class, ask questions, check your answers, put in the necessary study time, come prepared for class, and make use of VIP.
Welcome to the High School,

Mr. Ricker
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