Pre-Calculus
Course Overview
Instructor: Mr. Scott Ricker

Phone: (517)-486-2148  Ext 1005
Email: sricker@blissfieldschools.us
School Website: http://www.blissfieldschools.us
Text: Pre-Calculus with Limits, written by Larson/Hostetler.  These new books target the Michigan High School Content Expectations (HSCE’s) for Pre-Calculus and were purchased in 2007 by the School Board.  Each student is expected to have a book cover on their book by the end of the first week as required by high school policy.
Calculator: At times, specific instruction will be given using a CASIO fx-9750G PLUS.  Each student will be assigned their own calculator for the year.  Each calculator has its own engraved number and students are responsible for returning their assigned calculator in good working order at the end of the course or pay for a replacement.  If batteries are needed for the calculator, the student is responsible for replacing them.
Assigned Work: Assignments will typically be given daily Mondays through Thursdays.  All assignments are to be completed and turned in at the beginning of the next class day.  Failure to turn in assigned work will result in a lower grade and a missed opportunity to learn material prior to assessment.
Homework Grading: Homework is graded on completion, not right or wrong answers.  The answers to all assigned questions are available anyway so homework is your chance to practice and learn.  Earning a 10 out of 10 for your homework assignment will include proper documentation of name, date, and assignment, as well as evidence of calculations made.
Weekly Quizzes:  A cumulative quiz will be given EVERY Friday during class (some exceptions will occur due to weather, length of material, etc).  Content of the quizzes will include new material from the week but could include any past material throughout the year.  Cumulative quizzes WILL be made up if missed by excused absence according to the student handbook.
Exams: Cumulative semester exams will be given and will be weighted at 20% of the overall semester grade for the course.  Spring exam will be given before the last day of class for seniors.
Grading: 
20%
Homework and Homework Quizzes



80%
Friday Quizzes
(At the end of each 9 week grading period the lowest quiz grade will be dropped and the rest averaged to calculate each student’s grade)

VIP:  Signup sheets will be available in the classroom.  This is the student’s first and best source for extra help with course content.  It will also serve as a venue for making up missed Friday quizzes due to absence.  Though attendance at VIP is not required, anyone struggling with course material will be expected to attend whenever possible to keep up with the class.  (Don’t forget your book for silent reading time!!)
Other help can be arranged with the instructor through a scheduled appointment.

Lesson Plans:  Plans for the course and all assignments will be made available online.  Go to the website above, click on High School, then Teacher Pages, then Mr. Ricker.
Keep up with the work in the class, take good notes, ask questions, check over your answers, put in the time needed, and you will experience success in this course.
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Pre-Calculus
2011-2012 School Year
9/5/2011

